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(57) Abstract: Nerve regeneration promoters containing

compounds represented by the following general formula (1),

salts thereof or prodrugs of the same: (1) wherein each symbol

is as defined in the specification. The compounds represented

by the general formula (1) inhibit nerve cell death and promote

the formation of new nerve cells and nerve cell regeneration

O and also promote the repair and regeneration of nerve tissues

and functions through neurite extension, because of serving as

a stem cell (nerve stem cell, embryonic stem cell, bone marrow cell, etc.) proliferation/difFerentiation promoter, a nerve cell

precursor proliferation/differentiation promoter, a neurotrophic factor activity enhancer, a neurotrophic factor-like substance or

a neurodegeneration inhibitor. Furthermore, these compounds are useful in preparing cells for transplantation (nerve stem cells,

nerve cell precursors, nerve cells, etc.) from a brain tissue, bone marrow, embryonic stem cells, etc. At the same time, these

compounds promote the take, proliferation, differentiation and function expression of transplanted cells, which makes them useful

as preventives and/or remedies for neurodegenerative diseases.
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